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To the Lady E. C. i 
Maa 


S you heard a perſon t'other day 
affirm, that the late Queen of Pru/- 

ſia yielded to none of her ſex for a 
beautiful face; ſo I can aſſure your 
Ladyſhip, that ſhe exceeded them all in the 
beauties of her mind. Were you as conſci- 
ous of your own merit, as is every one that 
has the honor to know you, nevertheleſs 
you are too generous to envy this juſtice to 
the memory of a Princeſs, whom being dead 
we cannot flatter, as we cou'd never enough 
commend her while alive. Beſides all thoſe 
noble and elevated qualities ſhe had in com- 
mon with thoſe of her own rank, {ſhe was 


alſo eminently poſſeſt of others very rarely 


the uſual education of Ladies, but even be- 
yond the attainments of moſt Men. She 


ſpoke ſeveral languages to ſuch a degree of 


perfection, as made ſtrangers often call in 


oubt which might be her ficſt ; and as ſhe 
. 
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(4) 
had an unbounded deſire after Knowledge, 
ſo ſhe had a Genius that could conquer all 
difficulties. If her Judgment was ſound, 
her Penetration was inexpreſſible; which 
made her the ſooneſt of any in the world 
diſcern the ſtrength or weakneſs, the ſophi- 
ſtry or ſolidity of any propoſition : and ther- 
fore ſhe always made matters eaſy for thoſe 
that had the happineſs to diſcourſe upon any 
ſubje& before her, by ſtating the Queſtion | 
aright, and bringing the abſtruſeſt contro- | 
verſy to a certain Point. Her favourite ſub- 
jects were Divinity and Philofophy, as con- 
taining the moſt abſtracted notions, the moſt 
exalted truths, and for being of the greateſt | 
concern in their conſequences to mankind : | 
but ſhe often us'd to wiſh they could be ma- 
nag'd with leſs intereſtedneſs, paſſion, and 
partiality, than Politics in general, or the 
municipal Laws of any country in particu- , 
lar. She gave every body a good Exam- | 
ple her ſelf, by affording an equal ear to all 
the parties engag'd, and in never failing to 
hear with extraordinary calmneſs thoſe ab- 
ſurd and frightful conſequences, with which 
they us'd to charge each other. This, with + 
her generous pity for the loſing ſide, and her 
wonderful dexterity to recover ſuch from 
their confuſion, gave a handle to men of 
groveling parts, or of narrow and bigotted 
Principles, to repreſent her Majelty at beſt as 
a Sceptic; wheras no perſon on _ Was 
| LET 
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(5) 
better grounded in what ſhe believ'd, nor 
more ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion of the ſame... 


2 


IHE truth of this will further appear to 
your Ladyſhip, from a Letter written by her 
Majeſty in defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and wherof 1 ſhall do my ſelf the honor to 
fend you a faithful tranſlation. The occa- 
ſion of it was thus. Some years ago one Fa- 
ther VoTa, an Italian Jeſuit, and Confeſſor 
to king AuGusTus, came to the Court of 
Berlin, to negotiate a certain affair relating 
to his Maſter, He's a very old man, but of 
moſt ready parts, and not meanly eloquent. 
Indeed his Scholaſtic Divinity, and Peripa- 
tetic Philoſophy, made his diſcourſes leſs 
agreable to thoſe, who had an appetite for 
ſomething more intelligible and ſolid: yet 
his wit made amends for all, tho his teſtineſs 
again had often like to ſpoil all. The Queen, 
who dearly lov'd to engage the Divines to- 
gether, us'd to get this Jeſuit now and then 
to break a lance with her Chaplains, men of 
great learning and politeneſs. But as they 
were entire Proteſtants, ſprigs of the old 
Reformation ftock, no Accomodation-men 
(as knowing no middle way between 'Truth 
.and Error) fo they .wou'd not mercenarily 
bate one ace, nor ſuperſtitiouſly betray the 
leaſt Article of their Faith to the pompous 
names of Fathers and Councils. The Jeſuit, 
on the other hand, who never us'd to hear 
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the deciſions of theſe call'd in queſtion, and 
who therfore was ſeldom arm'd with a ber- 
ter argument than their authority, happend 
ſomtimes like other loſers, not only to com- 
plain, but to break out into an extravagant 
paſſion; his impotence of mind being ſuch, 
that the preſence of her Majeſty (tho all 
mildneſs and goodneſs) was not capable to 
reſtrain him from calling rhoſe Gentlemen 
hard names, becauſe they gave their true 
characters to the Fathers. It was to excuſe 
this indecent impetuoſity, that, upon cooler 
thoughts, he afterwards wrote a Letter to 
the Queen from Stargard in Pomerania; en- 
tring no deeper into the merits of the cauſe 
than the obligation under which he eee 
himſelf to defend the honor of Antiquity. 
But the excellent Queen, who had never 
taken any thing ill of the good old man, 
and who by an admirable addreſs gives an 
advantageous turn to his ſallies, procedes 
much further in her anſwer; judiciouſly de- 
fending the truth of her Religion, and gene- 
roufly approving the code of her Chap- 
lains. One of thoſe Gentlemen, Monſieur 
L' ENrANT, a very prompt and well-read 
perſon, ſhe call'd to her affiftance, to turn 
over to her certain paſſages of the Fathers, 
that were to ſerve for proofs of thoſe points 
which were advanc'd in general during ſome 
of thoſe Conferences. And here your Lady- 
ſhip may obſerve a remarkable 2 
; ner 
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her Majeſties modeſty : for tho ſhe had read 


every Article in BaiLE's Dictionary (a labo- 
rious, tho an agreable task) yet in her 
Letter ſhe makes her Chaplains quote it for: 
her, as ſhe does all along e own argu- 
ments in theit mouths; becauſe the tyrant 


Cuſtom has made it a thing ſo unuſual for 


Ladies to treat of ſuch matters, and that 
ſhe might avoid the leaſt appearance of af- 
fectation. | e ne 


' I MIGHT now leave your Ladyſhip to 
peruſe the Letters themſelves, if I had not a 
word or two to ſay on the ſame fide with her 


home, than they are abroad, with a conti- 
nual din about the Fathers, by Men who 
wou'd corrupt our Religion with certain 
things that have no footſtep in the Scriptures, 
but are very eaſily found in the Fathers; as 
are a thouſand other things, which yet theſe 
very Men will not approve. And, pray, 
what kind of folks were theſe ſame Fathers ? 
Why: they were mere, mortal, fallible 
men, like us; ſubject to the ſame weak. 
neſſes, paſſions, and intereſts. But, to be 
more particular, Mapam, they were no 
more of the ſa me opinion about any thing 
than we are, and therfore they not only 
oppos'd one another, but were very often 
inconſiſtent with themſelves ; ſo that they 
thought as little of becoming a Rule of Fyith 

: to 
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Majeſty : for we are no leſs deafn'd here at 


(8) 


to us, as we do to our Poſterity 


there is neither Pet 
the Scriptures being 


picuity nor Uniformi 
infinitely clearer than 


che 


writings of the Fathers, which are not en- 
tirely extant, and thoſe we have, prodigi- 
ouſly adulterated. In no Books of any fort, 


that ever I perus'd, did I find more ſtareing 
eontradictions, more wilful miſrepreſenta- 
tions, groſſer abſurdities, falſer reaſonings, 
more palpable miſtakes in hiſtory, or more 
fhameful ignorance in points of literature, 


when they are ſo unhappy as to venture that 


way. Tis indeed a quettion not eaſie to be 
decided, whether they are more fabulous or. 
credulous, whether worſe: Critics or Philo- 
fophers ? Their Enthuſiaſm does very often 
amount to perfect Madneſs. Never did. men 
uſe more bitter railings, -or' more indecent 
expreſſions, and this very frequently for tri- 
fles. I ſhall not infiſt on, their Obſcenities, not 
 contenting themſelves with hiatsandalluſions, 
but breaking out ſometimes into the broad- 
eſt lewdelt words. The Fathers even of the 


3 firſt centuries are ſo far from being the beſt 


interpreters of the Scriptures, that they 
know not what the true Scriptures are: for, 
in the firſt place, they are not agreed about 
the books we now receive ; and, in the ſe- 
cond place, they receive others which we 
now reject. Nay, the very ſame Fathers, 
when their writings are ſome what volumi- 

, | nous, 
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nous, receive and reje& books by turns, he- 
ing extremely ſubject to forgetfulneſs. Their 
blaſphemies and impieties are innumerable. 
If matter is to be coeternal with God, if God 
himſelf is to be material, if the Soul is to be 
naturally mortal, or if we are to have more 


Souls than one a piece; the Fathers, the Fa- 
' thers are they that aſſert all theſe. Doctrines, 


and a thouſand others of no better ſtamp, bor- 
row'd from Heathen Prieſts and Philoſophers. 


Now, as every one of the Fathers is not 


chargeable with all theſe objeQtions, fo [I 
maintain that not one Father is exemt from 
'em all, which excludes 'em for ever from 
being a Rule, Or if any man ſhou'd affirm 
that I falſely accuſe the Fathers, let him 
pitch upon the inſtance I cannot. make good, 
and I ſhall frankly acknowledge my ſelf to 
be guilty of unfairneſs, temerity, and igno- 
rance. But I, for my part, will ſafely chal- 
lenge all the panegyriſts of the Fathers, to 
produce that one out of ſo great a number, 
by whom they will ſtand in every particu- 
lar; which if they will not dare to do, is 
another Conſideration that excludes them for 
ever from being a Rule. Yet,.as I had the 
honor to tell you before, Map, in theſe 


ſame Fathers (however diflonant and dif- 


cordant about found doctrine) there are 
abundant authorities for thoſe ambitious 
titles and dignities that have enſlav'd, tor 
thoſe unintelligible doctrines that have per- 

= A plext, 
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plext, for thoſe ſuperſtitious obſervations 
that have corrupted, and for thoſe foppiſh 
ceremonies that have overwhelm'd Chriſtia- 
nity : all theſe together deſtroying the puri- 
ty, ſimplicity, and life of Religion. If ob- 
lations and prayers are to be made for the 
dead, if worſhip is to be paid to the faints 
above and to.their images below, if croſ- 
ſings and cringings are to paſs for uſeful. 
practices, if traditions are to become a neceſ- 
ſary addition to the Goſpel, if the ſucceſſion 
of Biſhops and the ceremonial of their Sees is 
to be ſettl'd, the Scriptures are ſilent about 
theſe and the like things, but you'll find *em 
all in the Fathers; who yet (to fay it b 

the way) are no more agreed about theſs 
than about any other ſubjects whatſoever, 
which ſtill further excludes them from ever 
being a Rule. Tis however on the ſcore 
of what thus patronizes the authority (that 
is, the dominion) of the Prieſts, and the ſu- 
perſtition (that is, the ſubjection) of the 
People, thar certain perſons neglect the pure 
fountains of the Scriptures, and are conſtant- 
ly drudging in the muddy ciſterns of the 


Fathers. 


SUCH then were the Fathers, and of 
ſuch Fathers did the Councils conſiſt : for, 
after FATHER, COUNCIL is the next 
big word whereby to bully Men into ſuper- 


ſtition; as it they were more holy or 3 
e | 2 
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all together, than every one of 'em was in 
particular. But tho I may bie gravely. told, 
that a Council 1s the Church Repreſenta- 
tive; yet I ſhall no more be perſuaded that 
any man can believe or disbelieve for ano- 
ther, than that he ſhall be fav'd or damn'd 
for him. Beſides, that if ſuch Repreſenta- 


tives are ſent by the Clergy only, then the 


Clergy only are concern'd : but if they are 
ſeat on behalf of the Laity alſo, then Lay- 
men alſo may fit in the Council, which 
wou'd quite ſpoil the game ot the Clergy. 
Tho ſuch a thing as a general Council, or 
repreſentative of all Chriſtians, . is one of 
thoſe chimeras that never exiſted out of 


peoples books or imaginations, and that the 


nature of the thing readers it abſolutely im- 
practicable ; yet I muſt agree with her 
Pruſban Majeſty, that much might be done 
in particular Councils or Convocations to- 
wards the ſearch of Truth and the peace of 
the Community, were they free Aſſemblies 
where Scripture and Reaſon fate as ſole Um- 
pires inſtead of Tradition and Authority, 
But then to be perfectly free, all Chriſtians 
of all ſeas and opinions ought to be inditfe- 
rently heard there, and nothing to be'con- 
cluded but by mutual agreement: for it is 
no leſs abſurd than unjult, that one aide onely 
{hould be both judges and parties too; nay 
and fuch judges, according to preſent prac- 
rice, as will not admit the parties accus'd to 

| B 2 appear 
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appear in perſon, or to plead for themſelves. 


This arbitrary manner of proceeding, this 
peremptory refuſal of examining facts, or of 


letting men explain their own meanings, is 


only approv*d in Eccleſiaſtical Convocations; 
for civil Tribunals abhorr it. Now, Ma- 
DAM, if you 'wou'd have a. right notion of 
antient Councils, and know whether things 
were carry'd there with more deliberation, 
candor, moderation, or impartiality, than 


in our modern Convocations, you need but 
look into any of thoſe Church-Hiſtorians in 


your choice collection of books, and you'll 
quickly diſcover that the antient Synods did 
not weigh Reaſons, but number Voices, 
Votes being much eaſier found than Argu- 
ments; and, that after reiterated tryals of 
{irrength or skill, the ſmaller number never 
acquieſc'd in the deciſions of the greater. 
One or two notable men (perhaps a Court- 
{ycophant, the tool of ſome prime Miniſter, 
or a candidate for the next great dignity that 
fell) manag'd the reſt, and led *em all in a 
itring. In the Clergy of thoſe times ambi- 
tion and avarice, a ſpirit of tumult and dif. 
1cation, were fo notorious above other men, 
that ſoine body very properly defin'd Eccle- 
frajtteat Hiſtory to be nothing elſe but à conti- 


nai catalagut of Clertymen”s Vices. Tis un- 


deniable that they were the ſervil Flatterers 
or the ſeditious oppoſers of the higher pow- 
ers; Which made it an ordinary thing for 

ä one 
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one Council to condemn what another had 
approv'd, and ſo on the contrary, witneſs 
what paſt with relation to the Arian and 
Eutychian hereſies, not to ſpeak of the later 
buſineſs of Images. In ſhorr, they damn'd 
one another without mercy, not ſeldom for 
mere trifles : and put the Princes that favor'd 


them upon all ſorts of extravagant courſes and 


cruelties againſt their adverſaries, which has 
fill'd the ancient books (moſt of em com- 
piPd by Clergy- men) with tragical relations, 
not onely of the exile, confiſcation, or capital 
puniſhment of particular perſons ; but of the 
laying whole countries deſolate, the levelling 
of floriſhing cities with the ground, and put- 
ting all the inhabitants to the ſword, for diſ- 
agreing · with their determinations, tho di- 


realy againſt their conſciences or their un- 


derſtandings. And how cou'd it be other- 
wiſe ? for, ſays an Author not yet publiſht, 
their elections were unfair ana moſtly ſeditious, 
their debates were manag d wit hout temper, their 
concluſions were form d without reaſons, nor did 
they ever procure am union but by compulſios 
and ſeverity, Hence new Edicts, new Decrees, 
nem Canons, new Articles of faith, makeing and 
unmakeing of Gods, and not only divideing but 
damning the whole world about * 4 holy day or an 
F iota. And after all, had they been ever ſo 
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candid and peaceable, what wou'd the final 
judgment of a Majority ſignify, unleſs Truth 
were to be neceſſarily of the ſtronger ſide ? 
the contrary wherof is ſo generally to be 
preſum'd, that the odds are more than a 


thouſand to one. But then, what ſort of 
Majorities had they ? how were their Majo- 


rities form'd? or with what arts have they 
repreſented the unanimous ſenſe of Councils? 
I ſhall give an example ia the moſt famous 
Council that ever was aſſembled, the Coun- 
cil of Nice, even the firſt general Council. 
Tis commonly given out and believ'd, that 
ARius and his Doctrine were condemn'd in 


this Council by a majority of 318 Biſhops : 


tho, inſtead of a majority, this number 
ſomtimes paſſes for the whole. But the ex- 
act truth of the matter is told us by Eurx- 


CH1Us, the orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria, 


publiſht here at London by SelDEN in the 
year 1642. This Patriarch ſays, that the 
whole number conſiſted of 2048 Biſhops, 
wherot onely 318 cou'd agree in any one 
opinion, and that theſe were the onely Sub- 
ſcribers: wheras the real Majority cou'd 


neither agree about Axius nor any thing 


% ; 2 
elſe, being ſplit into endleſs diviſions. The 
{ame account (adds SELDEN) is given by 
Joskrhus an Egyptian prieſt, in his preface 
to a collection of Councils in the Bodleian 


Library; and by IsuaEL IBN ALI, a moſt 
celebrated Mahometan Hiſtorian, It was 


in 
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in this very Council (as ELmacixus, cited 
by * HOT TIN GER, affirms) that a propoſal 
was made to receive the virgin MAR into 
the Trinity: and indeed ſome Papiſts (after 
St. CyXILL) have, not with leſs blaſphemy, 
tho with more modeſty, ſtil'd her the ſup- 
lement or completion of the Trinity; and 


| + EriphANius tells us, that ſhe was wor- 


ſhipt as a Goddeſs, and had offerings made to 
her, ſomwhere in Arabia. But leſt your Lady- 
ſhip ſhou'd imagine, that I indulg'd my pen 


upon this head of Councils a hair's-breadth 
beyond the truth, hear with the utmoſt 


attention what is deliver'd upon the ſame 


Subject by an orthodox father of the Church, 
Saint HILARX, Biſhop of Poitiers. It 16 4 


thing equally deplorable and dangerous ( fays 


| {| he) that there are at preſent as mam Creeds 


among men as there are Opinions, as many 


Doctrines as Inclinations, and as many Sources 


| of Blaſphemy as there are Vices among us; be- 


cauſe we make Creeas -arbitrarily, and explain 


them as abitrarily : and altho there is but one 


| faith, as there is but one God, one Lord, and 


: 
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one Baptiſm; yet we renounce this one faith, 
and when we make ſo many different Creeds, that 
Diverſity is the reaſon why we have uo true 
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Faith among us. We cannot be ignorant, that; 
ever ſince the Council of Nice, we have done 
nothing but write Creeds : and whilſt we fight 
about words, wraugle abaut new queſtions, diſpute 
about equivocal terms, complain of authors, 
while every one endeavours to make his onn 
party triumph; while we cannot eaſily agree, 
while we anathematize one another, there is 

' hardly one that adheres to Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 

| What change is there not in laſt Tears Creed ! 

The firſt Decree enjoin d ſilence concerning the 

Homoouſious : the ſecond eſtabliſhes it, and 
would have us ſpeak this language: the third 
indulgentiy excuſes the Fathers ef the Council, 
and pretends they underſtood the word Ouſia in 
their Simplicity : the fourth condemns, inſtead of 
excuſeing them. Things are at length come to 
ſuch a paſs, that nothing either among us, or 
among thoſe that liv'd before us, continues holy 
4 or inviolable. With regard to the likeneſs of 
the ſon of God to the Father (which is the faith 
of our deplorable times) they diſpute whether 
he's like him in whole or in part. Theſe (for- 

| ſooth) are rare folks to unravel the ſecrets of 
Heaven. Nevertheleſs, it is for theſe Creeds 
about inviſible Myſteries that we calumniate one 

another, and about our belief in God we frame 

Creeds every year, nay every month. Now we 

repent what we have lately done, anon we defend 

what we before repented, and next we anathema- 
ti ce thoſe we defended. So we condemn either the 
| Dottrines of others in our ſelves, or our onn 
a . ip 
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in that of others; and, recigrocally tearing ons 
another to pieces,, we have been the canſe of each 


other's ruin. If this be not enough, Manany 


to ſhew how little we ought- to rely upon 


Councils in matters of faith, opinion, or 
fact; and that they were the ſource of all 
ſorts of diviſions, uncertainty, and per ſecu- 
tion, inſtead of being infallible, and procure - 
ing either Peace or Union: then I muſt de. 
ſpair of perſuadeing by any thing more 1 
ſhall offer, tho ever fo true or evidently 
7 prov'd. | | 


BUT I expect to be told by your Lady- 
ſhip, that the Church of England aſcribes 
more authority to Fathers and Councils than 
I fcem willing to do, and that a peculiar 
veneration for them is not therfore incon- 
ſiſtent with the. Proteſtant Religion. To 
this I anſwer, that Reaſon and the Bible is 
the anely Religion of Proteſtants ; that the ut- 


3 moſt they grant the Fathers is to be the 


hiftorians of their own times (tho, God 
knows, very ſarry ones) reſerving to them- 
ſelves the judgment how far thoſe times 
were good or bad, what doGtrines were 
ſound or erroneons, what facts were true or 
falſe, what ceremonies were uſeful or unne- 
ceſſary; to which they add, that Councils 
are not onely tallible, but that they have 
often aAually err'd in the moſt fundamental 
points of Religton. This is in particular 
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Faith among us. We cannot be ignorant, that, 
ever ſince the Council of Nice, we have done 
nothing but write Creeds : and whilſt we fig hi 
about words, wraugle abaut new queſtions, diſpute | 
about equivocal terms, complain of authors, | 
while every one endeavours to make his om m 
party triumph ; while we cannot eaſily agree, 

while we anathematize one another, there is 
| ' hardly one that adheres to Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
What change is there not in laſt Tears Creed ! 
The firſt Decree enjoin'd ſilence concerning the 
Homoouſious : the ſecond eſtabliſhes it, and 

would have us ſpeak this language: the third 
#ndulgently excuſes the Fathers of the Council, 

and pretends they underſtood the word Oulia in 

their Simplicity: the fourth condemns, inſtead of 

excuſeing them. Things are at length come to | 

ſuch a paſs, that nothing either among us, or 

among thoſe that liv'd before us, continues holy | 

or inviolable. With regard to the likeneſs of |, 

the ſon of God to the Father (which is the faith: \ 

of our deplorable times) they diſpute whether 

he's like him in whole or in part. Theſe (for- 

ſooth) are rare folks to unravel the ſecrets of 

Heaven. Nevertheleſs, it is for theſe Creeds 

about inviſible Myſteries that we calumniate one 

another, and about our belief in God we frame 

Creeds every year, nay every month. Now we 

repent what we have lately done, anon we defend 

what we before repented, and next we anathema- | 

ti ce thoſe we defended. So we condemn either the 

Doctrines of others in our ſelves, or our own 
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in that of others; and, reciprocally tearing one 
| another to pieces, we have been the cauſe of each 
other's ruin. If this be not enough, Mapa, 
to ſhew how little we ought to rely upon 
Councils in matters of faith, opinion, or 
fact; and that they were the ſource of all 
ſorts of diviſions, uncertainty, and per ſecu- 
tion, inſtead of being infallible, and procure- 


ing either Peace or Union: then I muſt de- 


ſpair of perſuadeing by any thing more I 
| ſhall offer, tho ever fo true or evidently 
prov'd. | 


| T1 expect to be told by your Lady- 
| ſhip, that the Church of England aſcribes 


„ more authority to Fathers and Councils than 


: I ſeem willing to do, and that a peculiar 
; veneration for them is not therfore incon- 
* ſiſtent with the Proteſtant Religion. To 
this I anſwer, that Reaſon and the Bible is 


the onely Religion of Proteſtants; that the ut- 


moſt they grant the Fathers is to be the 
! hiſtorians of their own times (tho, God 


3 knows, very farry ones) reſerving to them- 
-7 ſelves the judgment how far thoſe times 


Were good or bad, what doctrines were 
7 ſound or crrongons, what facts were true or 
! falſe, what ceremonies were uſeful or unne- 
ceſſary; ro which they add, that Councils 
are not onely tallible, but that they have 
often actually err'd in the moſt fundamental 
points of Relig on. 1 is in particular 
| | (as 
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(as we ſhall preſently evinee) the doftrine 
of he Church of England, tho ſome, who 
won'd no leſs ridiculouſly than arrogantly 
engroſs that title to themſelves, ſpeak ano- 
ther language. Theſe are the remains of the 
old leven, conſiſting of the real Papiſts. that 
have lain ſucceſſively conceal'd in the Church 
ever ſince the Reformation (commonly call'd 
Church-papiſts) or of thoſe others, Who, 
tho not deſireous to return under the obe- 

dience of the Pope of Rome, yet are willin 
enough the ancient Patriarchal power ſhou'd ' 
be lodg'd in an Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and that the Clergy ſhou'd domineer in 
theſe Iſlands, at the rate they do in Popiſh 
countries. But as this can never be brought 
to paſs without putting out the eyes of rhe 
Laity, they ſubtilly endeavor to inſpire em 
with this undue veneration for Fathers and 
Councils that favor their. pretenſions fo 


much; and that contain a world of ſuper- 


ſtitious opinions and practices, which, if 
once generally embrac'd, would of courſe 
cauſe a neglect of the holy Scriptures, and 


make men entirely rely on the authority of 


the Clergy. The Bible can be eaſily read 
by every body, and is eaſily underſtood in all 


matters eſſential to Salvation: but the exact 
ſtudy of the Fathers wou'd take up a man's 


Whole life, as they are (in effect) of all 
books the hardeſt to be underſtood or recon- 
cid, being like a heap of rubbiſh without 
8 any 


(i 19:), 
any order, accuracy, or judgment; not: to. 
ſpeak of their tropological, allegorical, phi- 
loſophical, and-.every way precarious explis 
| 3cations or Syſtems. Our Brittiſh admirers 
of the Fathers may be eaſily known by theirs 
marks. They are thoſe who aſſert the inde- 
' Ipendency of the Church upon the State; 
who talk of nothing but the rights and pow- 
ers of Convocations ; who make Schiſm the 
moſt damnable of all Sins; who preſs confor- 
ity da the inventions of ſome men againſt 
other mens conſciences; who continually 
moleſt the difſenting Proteſtants at home; 
and who are fo little charitable to our Pro- 
teſtant brethren abroad, as ſcarce to own 
dem for Chriſtians, their greateſt quarrel 
ith them being partly for this very reaſon, 
that they ſhow ſo little reſpect to the Fathers. 
But that theſe are no more the genuin ſons, 
than this the genuin doctrine of the Church 
England, will manifeſtly appear from the. 
pne and twentieth Article of her Confeſſion of 
Faith, which runs in theſe terms. General 
Councils may not be gather'd together without 
he commandment and will of Princes : and 
vhen they be gather'd together ( foraſmuch as 
hey be an aſſembly of men, wherof all be nat 
govern d with the ſpirit and word of God) they 
ay err, and ſometime have err'd, even in things 
rertaining to God: wherfore things ordain d by 
hem, as neceſſary to ſalvation, have neither. 
trength nor authority, unleſs it may be declar d 
bb C 2 that 
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that they are taken ont of the holy Scriptures. 


Here, Mapa, you ſee aſſerted, in the firſt 
place, the dependency of the Church upon 
the State; as, in the ſecond place, that 
Councils are not only fallible, and ſubject to 
the like paſſions with other aſſemblies of 
men, bur that. they have ſometimes made 
dererminations contrary to Scripture, and 
eri'd in things relateing even to God him- 
felt; and, in the third place, that they have 
no authority to enjoin the belief or practice 
of any thing as neceſſary to ſalvation, except 
as far as they prove it by the word of God. 
But things ſo prov'd have the ſame force 
from every body, and therfore Councils have 
properly no Church- power (Whatever igno- 
rant, ſuperſtitious, or defigning men may 
allow them) but are onely for mutual help 
and advice, and to offer - their concluſions to 
the Legiſlative power. In this all the pri- 
mitive Reformers were agreed, and this is 
the declar'd opinion of Biſhop IREWEL, the 
apologiſt of the Church of Englund. Nor has 
this Church made any legal Deciſion ſince 
that time to the contrary, but confirm'd all 
we have hitherto advanc'd by the pens of her 
molt illuſtrious ſons. That the authority of 


no Church or Council whatſoever ſhou'd 


prevail againſt, not onely the word of God, 
but even againſt human Reaſon, thus 
the pious and judicious Mr. HooxEx declares 
in his celebrated book of Eccleſiaſtical Policy. 

; * Alths 


. 


* Altho ten thouſand General Councils ſbou d ſet 
down one and the ſame definitive ſentence concer- 
ning any point of Religion whatſoever, yet one 
demonſtrative Reaſon alledg*d, or one teſtimony 
cited from the word of God himelf to the con. 
trary, con d not chuſe but overſway them all: 
in as much as for them to be deceiv'd is not ſo 

impoſſible, as it is that demonſtrative Reaſon or 
divine teſtimony cou'd deceive. And again , 

with relation to human Reaſon in particu- 

lar, that the authority of men (ſays he) ſbou'd 

prevail with men, either againſt or above Rea- 

Jon, is no part of our belief. Companies of 

learned men, tho they be never ſo great and 
reverend, are to yield unto Reaſon, the werght 
wherof is no whit prejudic'd by the ſimplicity of 
the perſon which doth allege it ; but, being found 
to be ſound and good, the bare opinion of men 
to the contrary muſt of neceſſity ſtoop and give 
place. As for thoſe who may pritty well 
bear with hearing Councils contradicted, 
but will by no means endure to have em 
contemptibly treated, tho they enaQt never 


e ſuch contemptible things, let them conſider 

it this paſlage of the no lets judicious and much ö 
er. more eloquent Archbiſhop TILLOTSON, in | 
= his unanſwerable Rule of faith. The ſeventh 
41 general Council (ſays he ||) or ſecond of Nice, 
, 1 ſuch à meſs of fopperies, that if a general 
IS 8 "ORE | 
; * Lib. 2. n. 7. T Ibid. | 
Je 3 Edit. p. 25. | 
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Council of Atheiſts had met together with 4 
deſign to abuſe Religion ły talking ridiculouſly 
concerning it, they cou'd not have done it more 
effeffually, And as for ſuch as have their 
mouths always fill'd with the ſpecious but 
moſt falſe pretences of primitive Unity and 
the conſent of ancient Councils, let them 
anſwer this charge of Mr. CaiLLiINGwor TH, 
the ſtricteſt and molt ſolid rea ſoner, the moſt 
acute and faireſt advocate, that ever.ſuppor- 
red the Church of England. I ſee plainly 
(ſays he *) and with mine own eyes, that there 
are Popes againſt Popes, Councils apainſt Coun- 
cils, ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame Fa- 
thers againſt themſelves, a conſent of Fathers of 
one age againſt a conſent of Fathers of another 
age, the Church of one age againſt the Church of 
another age, traditive interpretations of Scrip- 
ture are pretended, but there are few or none 
to be found, and ſo on. But the moſt pre- 
vailing ſophiſm of your Father and Council- 
mongers, is, that no private perſon ſhou'd 
rely ſo much upon his own judgment, as to 
dare oppofe it (tho never fo peaceably) to 
that Church to whom he belongs, and much 
leſs to the authority of Fathers and Coun- 
cils: wheras the right of examineing as the na- 
tive right of all men, the diſcretion of every one's 
private judgment, and the liberty of profeſſing 
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the reſult of ſuch enquiries, is the fundamental 
principle of the old Reformation, and of 
every further Reformation that ſhall ever 
be duely made. I is neither immodeſty (ſays 
Archbiſhop Ti.LoTsoN in his Sermon con- 
cerning Stedfaſtneſs in Religion *) or a cul- 
| pable Sin ularity for a man to ſtand alone in the 

defence 5 the Truth. And, ſom what before + 
in the ſame Diſcourſe, he has theſe expreſ- 
ſions, than which, as nothing can be truer, 
ſo nothing can be ſtronger put. If all the 
great Mathematicians of all ages, ARCHIMEDES, 
and EuCLip, and ApolLLoNius, ard Dio- 
HAN Tus, &C. coa d be ſuppos'd to meet toge- 
ther in a general Council, and ſhou'd there de- 
clare in the moſt ſolemn manner, and give it 
under their hands and ſeals, that twice two 
did not make four but five, this wou!d not 
move me in the leaſt to be of their mind. Nay 
I, who am yo Mathematician, wou'd maintain 
the contrary, and wou'd perſiit in it without 
being in the leaſt ſtartled by the poſutive opinion 
of theſe great and learned men: and ſlou d 
moſt certainly conclude, that they were either all 
of em out of their wits, or that they were byaf,'d 
py ſome Intereſt or other, and ſway d againſt the 
clear evidence of Truth, and the full conviction 
of their own Reaſon, to make ſuch a determina- 
tion as this. They might indeed over- rule the 
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point by their authority, but in 1 inward 
judgment I ſhow'd ſtill be mhere I was before. 
The caſe here put of 2 and 2 is no ſtranger, 
than that it ſhou'd ever be decreed under 
pain of damnation, that a piece of bread, is, 
after the pronounceing of 3 or 4 words by a 
Prieſt, not onely tranſubſtantiated (contrary 
to the evidence of all our ſenſes) into fleſh, 
blood, and bones; the former accidents ſtill 
remaining, without the ſame ſubſtance to 
ſupport them: but that this bread is like. 
wife become God himſelf, that every parti- 
cle of it is whole God, that thouſands of ſuch 
conſecrated wafers are every one of 'em at 
the ſelf-ſame time the eternal God infinite 
and undivided, and yet that there is but one 
ſuch God. But this has paſt upon millions 
of men in the world by the crafty diſtinctions 
of Prieſts, or by the damaing authority of 
Councils: and ſo wou'd likewiſe the other 
Propoſition in numbers, were Reputation and 
Rewards affixt to the belief, or Diſgrace and 
Puniſhmeat to the disbeliet of it. | 


I KNOW your Ladyſhip will pardon me 
for premiſeing ſo neceſſary an Apology for 
the Charch of England,. to the Defence that 
an incomparable Queen has made for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. An excefhve deference to 
Fathers and Councils is of the ſame nature, 
and muſt have the ſame conſequences of 


{laviſh credulicy, in all Communions.. . This 


makes 


. (25) 
makes it the more a duty upon every true 
Proteſtant to ſet this matter in the cleareſt 


light, when ſo many falſe Proteſtants are 
now at work in this nation, to bring us again 
under that yoke, which neither we nor our 
fathers were able to bear. As zeal for the 
Truth is not the leaſt conſpicuous of your 
Ladyſhip's virtues, ſo I ant very ſure that 
you'll be charm'd with her Majeſty*s eaſy, 
clear, and conciſe way of reaſoning, which 
muſt naturally recommend it felf to ſuch a 
diſpoſition and underſtanding as yours, But 
how will you rejoice at the happy proſpect 
of ſuch a Family to reign over Great-Britain 
and Ireland, when their very womea are 
ſuch able Champions for - the Proteſtant 
Cauſe ! I am with the profoundeſt reſpect, 


MADAM, 
Tour Ladyſbip's moſt Faithful 


and Obedient Servant, 


LONDON, 
| Feb.18. 1745+ 3 


J. LONDAT. 
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tenant-Collonel Masso, to throw my 
{elf in this Letter at your Majeſty's feet, and 
to reiterate the aſſurances of my eternal 
gratitude for the infinite favors with which 
you have, been. pleas'd to load me. I beg 
your pardon for troubling you thus ſoon 
again, after having tir'd you ſo much be- 


fore with my diſcourſes, interrupted by fucit. !. 


a diſagreable cough, which yet by wour 
Majeſty's prefence was almoſt entirely cur'd, 
when it ſhou'd have been molt irritated in 
the heat ot Diſpute. 


BUT now having mention'd thoſe di- 
ſputes, I muſt own do your Majeſty, that 
| among 


* 
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MAKE uſe of this opportunity by Lieu- 
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among ſo many ſubjects of ſatisfaction, wherof 
her Royal Court has been ſo liberal to me, 
I there ſtill remains with me a very ſenſible 
- | diſpleaſure againſt my ſelf; boca the ob- 
7; | hgation under hich I lay to defend the 
honor ol the firſt Fathers of the Church, and 
of the four great general * Councils (ta 
which all Chriſtendom, as well Catholic 
as Non-Catholic, bears fo great a reſpect) 
„ | bas drawn upon thoſe + Gentlemen, whom 
otherwiſe I eſteem and honor, anſwers that 
VWere proportionable to the great wrong they 

did to the whole primitive Church, before it 


was yet divided into parties. 


IF ever I have the honor again to appear 
before your Majeſty, as you have graciouſſy 
commanded me to do, I hope they'll ſo far 
agree with me, as not to provoke ſuch bit- 
ter expreſſions by uſing terms injurious to 
the greateſt Saints of antiquity, and to the 
brighteſt luminaries of the Church. Such a 
thing never happen'd ro me during wy 
years of Controverſy with the ableſt hea 
in Rome, in Paris, and in other places, 
where civility and good manners went al- 
ways hand in hand with Learning. 1 flatter 
my ſelf however that thoſe worthy perſons 


n ** 


— .—_— _— 9 


The 4 general Councils were never attackt in thoſe 
i. Conferences. "DON 
| 1 Meauing the Queen's Chaplains, 


2 D 2 will 


28 
will {till continue my Dp friends, as I do 
for them preſerve a very ſincere eſteem, 
being incapable of retaining any reſentment, 


from which in reality I am exempt in the 
greateſt warmth of Diſputation. And when 
we meet one another again in your Majeſty's 
POD we ſhall agree together in the 
earch of truth after a peaceable and edifyin 
manner, according as the great genius, a 
marvelious anderRrading of your Majeſty, 
in ſo many ſorts of ſciences, will be pleas'd 
to direct us. | 


AS for the reſt, Mapa, I am ſufficiently 
comforted in the ſolitude of this voyage, by 
rehearſing over to my ſelf the incomparable 
prerogatives of your Majeſty, with the 
goodneſs and generality you have vouch- 
laf'd to ſhow me. Theſe will afterwards 
make the ſubject of my moſt entertaining diſ- 
courſes, as well as the relation I ſhall give 
to the King and the whole Court of Poland 
of the vertues of a Queen, who is the admi- 
ration of all Europe, and whom I pray God 
to preſerve beyond the end of ages, I am 
with the greateſt ſubmiſſion, | 


MADAM, 
Tour Majeſty's moſt humble, 


moſt obedient, and woſt oblig*d Servant, 
March 23. N. s. I 703, 
* VYora. 
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THE 


Queen of Pruſſia s 


ANSWER 
TO | 

FATHER OTA 

N O U are always the ſame, Six ; that 


V is to ſay, the moſt obliging man in the 
world ; and one that can never meet any 
where with ſo good a reception as he de- 
ferves. Tho it be a very difficult thing to 


remain inſenſible to the praiſes of a perſon of 


your taſte and figure, I own to you never- 
theleſs, that what has made the greateſt im- 


preſſion upon me in your Letter, is the nice 
concern you ſhow about the little skirmiſhes 
in which you were engag'd with my Chap- 


lains, during your ſtay in this City. Herein 
I diſcover the Character of a welbred man 


and a Chriſtian, which adds no ſmall luſtre 


o 
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to the rare qualities of your mind. I can ſay 

as much to you on the behalf of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, and promiſe that in this reſpe there 
will be no controverſy between you. What 
is faid a little roo warmly on both ſides on 

ſuch Occaſions, ſerves but to render the con- 

verſation more lively ; but ſhou'd never al- 

ter the eſteem « 'Ow to one another, 

and which as b Y denies to your great 

Talents. 


FOR the reſt, Lam not in the leaſt ſur. 
priz'd, that in a very ſmall ſpace of time you 
have heard a world of things ſpoken in a 
Country of Liberty, which in a Couatry of 
Authority you ſhou'd not have heard in for- 
ty years : for they are indeed rwo ſeveral 
Countries, where very differeat languages 
are ſpoken. But if I may freely declare my 
opinion, I can pretty well inform you, what 
it was that inſentibly led thoſe Gentlemen to 
forget the decorum of che fatherhood in their 
expreſſions about the fathers. As among us 
Proteſtants men are accuſtom'd to look upon 
the holy Scripture as the ſole rule of Faith, 

y which both Fathers and Councils are to 
e examin'd; they were not well ſatisfy'd, 
to be ſure, that in this whole affair you at- 
tributed fo little ro Scripture, and that you 
ipoke in ſo diſobliging a manner of Reaſon, 
whole Authority VS ought to prevail in the 
world, and to which you your ſelf have fq 
| | great 
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great obligations. However, as People may 
continue good friends, and yet every one per- 
fiſt in his own ſentiments, they very politive. 
ly maintain that they have advanc'd nothing 
concerning the Fathers and the Councils, 
that has. not been ſaid and publiſht many 
- times before, not only by the Authors of 
our Communion, which you are not bound 
to acknowlege ; bur likewiſe by Roman- 
Catholic Authors; and, what ſurprizes me 
moſt, even by Jeſuits. 


As the moſt important part of your. 
converſations ran upon the authority of the 
fathers of the Latin Church, and in particu- 
lar upon that of Saint AuGusTiNn and Saint 
Isxon, tis there we muſt begin: for as for 
the Greec Fathers, as far as 1 can recollect, 
there was little mention made of em in all 
your Conferences. I only remember that 
one day you ſeem'd to be ſcandaliz'd at a 
fition that was advanc'd merely en po/- 


P 
fant by one of thoſe Gentlemen concerning 


the Greec Church. And it was, that ſeve- 
ral among thoſe Fathers were great Orige- 
- nifts, moſt of em Platonics, all of em 
ſtrangely addicted to allegories without end, 
and very Heile converſant. in the ftile of the 
New Teſt erent, which is a ſort of Synagogue 
c, and wholly fäll'd with Hebrazjors. 
This Drfcourſe appear'd to you extremely 
paradoxical, and did not fail to excite one 
2 1 ZEA 
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zeal and vivacity, which has charm'd me ſo 
often, and which thoſe Gentlemen them- 
ſelves admir'd, tho' they were the ſubject of 
your diſpleaſure. - But they have ever ſince 
affirm'd to me, that they had affirm'd no- 
thing in this affair, which was not perfectly 
agreable to the ſentiments of the moſt able 


. 


Critics of our time, | 15 


IRE TURN then to Saint AueusrIx. 
One needs go no farther (ſay thoſe Gentle- 
men) than Monſ. BALILE's Dictionary, to find 
authors of your ſociety, that have ſpoken of 
this great Biſhop with more liberty than they 


have done, or were really willing to do. If 


you'll be at the pains of reading in this Dictio- 
nary the Articles * Apam and AuGusTiN, 
you'll be convinc'd, that they have offer'd. 
nothing upon this Subject, but what may be 


very eaſily made good. 


B U T thoſe Gentlemen do not ſtop there; 
for they have aſſur'd me that Cardinal Nox. 
Ris (who cannot be unknown to your reve» 
rence) was oblig'd to publiſh az Apology for 
Saint AuGusTiN, particularly againſt the Je- 
ſuits, wherin he complains that they have 
accus'd that Saint of an affected obſcurity in 
matters of Faith, of contradictions, incon- 
ſtancy, and ſomtimes even of formal and 
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moſt 
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moſt important Errors. Father Apam, a 
| famous Jeſuit in the laſt Century, has laid 
ſuch [notorious things to St. AuGusTiN's 
charge, that Cardinal NoR RIS * afficms 
| the perſon muſt have 4 heart of flint, that can 
hear ſuch injurious Words, not only without in- 
dignation, but. even without horror. Father 
AnNaT, likewiſe a Jeſuit, who has been 
Confeſſor to LE Is the fourteenth, and Pro- 
vincial of his Order, was the boldeſt of all 
| upon this ſubject; and I muſt own to you, 
I I was in bodily fear when I underſtood that 
' | he durſt alledge more than ꝶ thirty Doctors, 
" | fairly reckoa'd, - Popes, Cardinals, Biſhops, 
and other Divines of France, of Italy, of 
Germany (ke might have added likewiſe of Ja- 
| pan, ſays Cardinal Nonxis) who have ac- 
cus d Saint AuGusTin of a great number of 
errors. But what has ſtruck me moſt of all, 
is, that Father AnxaT pretended to make 
out, that his Accuſations againſt Saint Au- 
GusTiN did not only concern the Heads of 
| Grace, Predeſtination, and Free-will, but 
alſo ſuch Articles as are moſt fundamental; 
according to the Judgment; of the. one and 
the other Communion. This Jeſuit goes yet 
further, and produces the Authority of two 
great || men, the one of the thirteenth, the 
| Other of the ſixteenth century; which ſhows 
(o ſay it by the by) that it is not only in our 


* Vindic, Auguſtin, cap. i. P. 4, 5. | 
4 NORRIS, ubi ſupra, P. 44- + U Ibid/ p. 12. 
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days that St. AucGusTiN has not been ſparꝰd- 
F i i e ora 
THE fitſt of theſe. Authors is one John 


ScoT, who, they ſay, in his wuntime was 
ſurnam'd the [abril Doctor. Ne fays (ſpeaks 
ing of Saint AuGcusTIN) that people mat rake 
good heed againſt what Heretits the Samt have | 
fpoken : for (adds he) when Smut Aucus trix 
writes ag ainſt Axlus, he ſeems almoſt toientlind 
10 SABELLIUS 3-484 when bt unitef again PR. 
LAGIUs, he ſcems to lean to the fade of the idamps | 
cheans, The other Author is CORNELIA 
Musso, Biſhop of Bitonto, famous in the | 
ſixteenth Centurv, and who appear'd:with a | 
great deal of. reputation in the 'Conncilof | 
Trent. He ſpeaks of Saint Auaus rm muck | 
in the ſame terms witk Jon SCO 5: u 
which Cardinał Nox RS makes a refleCtion, 
which my Chaplains find v he eſſential to 
che matter in controverfy hetween ybu and 
them. It is, that JOHN SG, and Con- 
NEL1us Musso, ſay only that St. Aueusrrd 
feem'd: to lean to the ſide oppbſite to thas | 
which he was confuting; wheras father ANs 
NAT [ſpeaks out plain, and fays, that this fa. 
ther did politively fall into the other extreme; 
Now the: queitidn is not (ay xhoſe Gentie- 
men) to kno if. theſe arcutations are quit 

or not. Tisthe buſineſs obCardinal NozrIs 
and you, Stu, -who are as capable. as au 
whattoever, to juſtify Saint AuGusTiN, But 
what they conclude from thence, is, that, tlie 
Proteſtant Miniſters are not the firit 


cermera- 


rious 
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rious men in this reſpect, if there be any te- 
merity at all in the thing; fince the Roman 
Cattiotic Church, and above all your own 


oy 


Society, have ſer em the example. 


FROM Saint AucusTiN I paſs to Saint 
J=s20M, Thoſe Gentlemen do ſtill maintain, 
what they have done before your own face, 
that we cannot rely for the ſenfe of Scripture, 
upon Authors that have explain*d it ſo negli - 
gently, and that have ſpoken of the Apoſtles 
themſelves with ſo little reſpect as did Saint 
IRON. The miſchief of it is, Sir, that they 
Lire authorities for What they fay, and that 
| they: abſolutely inſiſt upon veritying thoſe 
facts which you conteſted. Now the chief 
matter of fact is this, for it appear'd too re- 
markable to me not to be able to remember 
it. They ſay then, that Saint JeroM, in his 
Commentary _ the ſecond Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Galatians, accuſes Saint PETER 
and Saint Paul of diſſimulation and hypo- 
criſy.; that Saint PETER, to pleaſe the Jews, 
ſeem'd as if he wou'd have the ceremonial 
Law till obſerv'd; and that Saint Paur, to 
. pteafe the Geanrites, ſeem'd as if he had a 
guarre with Saint PETER on this ſubject: 
o that the Hypocriſy of Saint PauL takes 
away the ſcandal of the hypocriſy of Saint 
PETER. Saint AuGusTiN reproach'd Saint 
Ixxon with this * thing, and now ſee what 


S 
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V Epi. 28. Ed. Pan. | 
| 5 Se 7” Saint 


1 
Saint Ix ROM anſwers in his own jultificatian, 
I have (ſays het) follow d the Commentaries of 
Ox IGEN (Note that they made me remar 


how Saint Jexom became afterwards ob of 
Oz16:x's greateſt adverſaries) I have follom d 
the Commentaries of DipyMus, of AepOLLI- 
NARIUS of Laadicea who bas lately left the Com- 
munion of the Church, of ALEXANDER 4 an- 
tient Heretic, &c. and frankly to own the truth 
to you (continues Saint JeROM) I have read 
all this, and after having collected a great many 
things with which I fil”d my head, I made my A. 
manuenſis come, and I this moment dictated to 
him my own thoughts, and the next moment thoſe 
of others, without remembring their method, nor 


ſomtimes the words, nay nor even the ſenſe. The 


fame Saint JeRoM fays further, in his Com- 
mentery upon the third Chapter of the Epiſtle 
to the Galatians, I write not my ſelf, I make 
my Amanuenſis come, and I dictate to him what- 
ever comes into my head: and if I wou d meditate 
4 little to ſay jomething better, he knits his brows, 
and his countenance tells me plain enqugh, that 
be's weary of being || there, Pryor: | 


9 Ferre A 4 3 We a 9 
1 Ibid. Epiſt. 7 5. 
But ĩt was not always thro his own negligence, nor fr 

the impatience of his Amanuenſis, that JEROM fell into ſ 

miſtakes. He did often, as well as others, falſify his Au- 

thors of ſet Purpoſe, in which affair I hope his own word is 
to be taken. If "therefore (ſays he, ſpeaking of ORIGEN's 
works ) becauſe I have tranſlated the good, and expung'd the bad, 
or corrected it, or ſaid nothing at all about it, I am to be blam's ; 
why ſhould thoſe of the Latin Church have what is good in him by 
my means, and be ignorant of what is bad? If this be a crime, 
len let the Confeſſor HUILARIUS belikewiſe accus'd, wha 
tranſlaicd | 


+ 
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 LENTREA T you now, reverend Fa. 
ther, and I appeal to your on equity, to cone 
fider, what fort of Perſons they are to whom 
we are .referr'd, for the underſtanding; of 
1 Religion? Which of the tw 
{ſhall I believe; Saint Jzzom the Origeniſt, 
or Saint Ixxou the enemy of Ox io ENS per- 
ſon and doctrine? how ſhall I diſcern What 
he has borrow'd from a Heretical or from an 
Orthodox perſon, ſince he cites one and t'other 
pell-mell, without any. mark of diſtinction? 
the means, I beg you, how I may divine if 
they are his owa thoughts, or thoſe of ano- 
ther, that he pregots to us, ſince he ſcarce 
knows it himſelf? And how ſhall I be aſ- 
fur'd if his Amanuenſis was in good humor, 
or, if having ſome other buſineſs in his nod. 
dle, the holy: Scripture and Religion muſt 
not rruckle to his impatience ? To tell you 
the truth, I find no more my account at this 
rate in Saint JeRoM than in Saint AuGusTiN g 
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tranſlated into Latin out of Gretk his Commentaries upon the 
Pſalms, and his Homilies upon Job. Let EUSEBIUS 
Vercellenſis come in for a Snack, who tranſlated into our Lan- 
guage a Commentary upon all the Pſalms, made by the Here- 
tic EUVUSEB1USof Ceſarea; tho be omitted whatever was He- 
retical, and . tranſlated only all that he found ta be Orthodox. 
I paſs ober in flewe/ ICTORINUS Prictiers, and thoſe 
ot bers who have follow d O RIGEN and copied him, at leaſt 
in the Explication of the Scripture; leſt I ſbould. not ſeem fo 
much willing to defend my ſelf, as to find out ſome accomplicgs 
in the ſame crime. O rare JERRY! I know nothing that 
outdoes thy filching and forging, but thy own ſcolding and 
ilandering, in thy abominable invectives againſt -V I G I- 
LANTIUS, out of which I have extracted this moſſ re- 
markable paſſage as an inſlance of the Sincerity of the fathers, 


and 


(33) 
and Lam not extraordinarily ſurptiʒ d, that 


at certain times, When one gives ndt all the 


attention that is requiſite to hat is vene- 
rable ini the words father and aint, ꝓeople 
preſume to 'ſpeak a little 

thoſe; gteat Doctors of the Church... 
199 2 A491. U 9 15.5! I 
As you likewiſe. make mention of Coun- 
cils n your Letter, and that you think thoſe 
Gentlemen have nit meated them vi ſuffi. 
cientreſpeR, I muſt repeat to you what they 
haveiſaid to: me on this head: for their great 
eſteem for you wou d make em. very ſorry, 
you ſhou'd believe they had advant d any 
thing without good Grounds. They ſay then, 
that if Councils were- what they oughit to be, 


free Aſſemblies, Where the hply Scripture 


and Reaſon were only hearkn'dtb, inſtead 
of the paſſions, prejudices, and intereſts of 
men, they wouꝰd be certainly the belt means 
of deciding Controverſies, But they: main» 
tain at the ſame time, that ſince the firſt 
Council at Jeruſalem, experience has always 
ſhown us the contrary. Nay, I have been 
almoſt ſcandaliz'd at a Sentence they make 
Saint GREGORY NAZIANZEN ©. pronounce, 
who was nevertheleſs, as you know much 
better than I, a very orthodox Father. He 
affirm'd, * that no Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly 
ever had a happy iſſue; and he took even 


the reſolution of never appearing more in 


* Greg, Nazianzen's account of his own Life. 
| 45 vn, | thoſe 
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Thoſe meetings of Cranes and Geeſe, that mee 6 
cruel War againſt each othen, - He let oy | 
terrible word .uporn-occefibn of the ſecond 


general Cqucil, ieh he compares to a Ta- 
vern, and to other places ' which modeſty 
forbids me a name. Out miniſters haye ne- 
yer ſaid ſ much any thing near, and wou'd 
be very ſorry to have dongiit.” They admit 
the four &rK-general Councils, not in reality 
by: rea fon —— ity on aſeribe to 
them, nor acknowledging em by any mean: 
to be infallible ; but becauſe their deciſtons 
have appear'd to them to be conformable to 
the holy Scripture. THRODORET had no 
great Opinion of the Council of Nice, ſince 
de, alledg d the Example of it to ꝙ prove; 
that nothing good ought to be expected from 
Councils, if God did not ' overthrow. the en- 
gines of the Devil. There was jo much 
heat and precip tation inthe Councilof Ephe- 
ſus, that -1{{houid nather be look'd upon as 
an aſſembly of robbers chan as an aſſembly of 
Divines. [ he ſecoud Council of Epheſus an- 
null'd What the firſt had determin'd, and 
was it felt diſapprov'd by the Council of 
Chalcedon, which is go great mark of in- 
fallibility. ; 

' BUT to finiſh this lonig deduction which 
T have retain'd in memory from the Diſcour- 


ſes of thoſe Gentlemen, I was much / ſur- 
priz'd to hear from them, that one of your 


— —— öüœ—œPU 
T Epiſl. 112. p. 982. || No, nor of unity neither. 
. r OW 


„ 


„ ? ih, ko * * * = = — 4 
e AID 4 
* * ” A >» % — F | | 3 , 


own Authors, father Harbofx, A Jeſuit of J 
Liege, ſpeaking in His 4 for Ox1Gex of 
the fifth general Touncil; Has not ſerupled 
to ſay, that JusrixiAN, inſpir'd by the De- 
vil, was the author and favafer of this q 
pernicious Courtil; wembled in 
the Pope; and that it Had been Better · M it 
had never exiſted, nor that the Acts of it 
had ſubſiſted at preſent: after which he adds, 
that the 290 Fvbnth' gEntta Council: 
have beef! dr fito Error H this Afth, as 
well as the Popes PRLAGINus and GrtGory 
the great, who did * approve ia. 
1 $9 WRIST © 11 i i 
BUT what will you ſay of me, Sm, for 
baving embarkt my ſelf on theEcclsflaſtical 
Ocean ? I have truſted to the:ſincevity'of - 
my Pilots. If they have miſled mel PTA 
you to be ſo much my friend, as to ſet me 
in the right courſe. For the rot F wiſn that 
God may preſerve your life and health; and 
that you may one-day take Berlin in your 
way, where you will always find-minde-diſ- 
pos d for the ſearch of Truth, in the man- 
ner you have ſo well propos d towards the 
end of your Letter. 1 am, &c. 4 


* 
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to her 


No Anſwer to this Letter ever came 
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own Authors, father Har.rors, 4 Jeſuit of 


Liege, ſpeaking in his Apology for ORIGEN of 
the With gonore) Council, | * {crupled 
to ſay, that ſusrixiAN, inſpir'd by the De- 
vil, was the author and favorer of this-moſt 
pernicious Countil; aſſembled in iht of 
the Pope; and that it had been berrer-if it 
had never exiſted, nor that the Acts of it 
had ſubſiſted at preſent : after which he adds, 
that the ſixth and ſeventh gentral Councils 
have been drawn into Error by this fifth, as 
well as the Popes PERLAGIus and GREGORY 
the great, who did * approve ir. 
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BUT what will you ſay of me, Stn, for 
having embarkt my ſelf on the Eccleſiaſtical 


my Pilots. If they have miſled me;'Þ take 
ou to be ſo much my friend, as to ſet me 
in the right courſe. For the reſt, I wiſh that 
God may preſerve your life and health; and 
that you may one day take Berlin in your 
way, where you will always find minds diſ- 
pos d for the ſearch of Truth, in the man- 
ner you have ſo well propos'd towards the 
end of your Letter. I am, &c. . - 


No Anſwer to this Letter ever came to h 
Majeſty's hands. ES 
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Ocean? I have truſted to the ſincerityj of 


2 > 


1 


% 


